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1. About this disclosure
This report sets out VetCT’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for the 2024 reporting year, prepared in line with the GHG Protocol Corporate Standard. It covers Scope 1, 2 and 3 emissions across global operations.
Total emissions for 2024 are 431 tCO₂e.
At headline level, this is an increase on 2023. However, this is not a simple like for like comparison. The 2024 inventory has a broader boundary and better data coverage, including the addition of Scope 1 sources and more complete capture of several Scope 3 activities.
When those changes are accounted for, the underlying increase is modest. The movement is driven primarily by increased international business travel, rather than a general increase across all areas. The footprint itself is heavily skewed towards Scope 3, which accounts for almost all emissions. This means VetCT’s impact sits mainly in its value chain, not in its direct operations.

	Metric
	2024
	2023
	Change

	Total GHG emissions
	431 tCO₂e
	405.7 tCO₂e
	+6.3%

	tCO₂e per FTE
	3.50
	3.21
	+9% (incl. boundary expansion)

	FTE
	123.0
	125.3
	−1.8%

	Scope 1
	11.2 tCO₂e
	—
	New in 2024

	Scope 2 (market-based)
	2.7 tCO₂e
	2.3 tCO₂e
	+15%

	Scope 3
	417.4 tCO₂e
	~403 tCO₂e
	Travel growth


Key findings
1. Business travel is the main driver: Business travel is the main driver at 180 tCO₂e (42%). Long-haul flights dominate and are the single biggest lever available.
1. Goods and services are a consistent second hotspot: Procurement sits at 141 tCO₂e (33%), largely driven by IT software and hardware. This has increased slightly, reflecting business growth and a shift towards cloud-based services.
1. Home working has improved but remains material: Home working contributes 95.5 tCO₂e (22%). Per-person emissions have come down, which is a positive signal. Total impact remains significant given the size and distribution of the workforce.
1. Scope 1 is newly included: Scope 1 totals 11.2 tCO₂e, mainly from refrigerants. These were not captured in 2023, this is a reporting improvement, not a step change in operational emissions.
1. Scope 2 is not a decision driver: Electricity accounts for less than 1% of total emissions and is not a material focus area.
1. The increase is concentrated, not across the board: The overall rise is driven by broader reporting coverage and growth in specific areas, particularly travel. It is not the result of widespread increases across all activities.
Areas of progress
1. Reduced business mileage
1. Lower IT hardware footprint
1. Improved home working efficiency
1. Stronger data quality and coverage overall
2. Year on year comparison: 2023 vs 2024
2023 is the base year at 405.7 tCO₂e. The 2024 inventory has a materially broader boundary. Comparisons should be interpreted with caution due to changes in boundary and data completeness.

	Category
	2023
	2024
	Change
	Note

	Flights
	122.90
	168.69
	+37%
	Genuine growth in international activity

	Hotels
	13.27
	33.25
	+151%
	4 data sources vs 1 in 2023

	Rail
	1.42
	0.64
	−56%
	

	Car mileage
	17.64
	8.60
	−51%
	Genuine reduction confirmed

	Taxi & Uber
	—
	2.11
	NEW
	Separately captured in 2024

	Car hire
	—
	0.10
	NEW
	

	Home working
	147.38
	95.50
	−35%
	Lower per-person + FTE correction

	IT software
	44.82
	67.74
	+51%
	Business growth, cloud spend

	IT hardware
	51.00
	36.34
	−29%
	Lower purchasing cycle

	Courier & postage
	—
	0.93
	NEW
	

	Marketing materials
	—
	2.41
	NEW
	

	Office electricity
	2.32
	2.67
	+15%
	Australia captured separately

	Office gas (S1)
	—
	0.45
	NEW
	New Scope 1 source

	Refrigerants (S1)
	—
	10.77
	NEW
	R410A, Australia office

	Waste
	1.49
	0.09
	−94%
	Primarily reflects improved data accuracy and changes in data availability, not a confirmed operational reduction

	TOTAL
	405.7
	431.26
	+6.3%
	+2.8% like-for-like (boundary-adjusted)


3. Data quality and methodology
This inventory has been prepared in accordance with the GHG Protocol Corporate Accounting and Reporting Standard (2004) and Corporate Value Chain (Scope 3) Standard (2011). The carbon accounting platform is Carbon+Alt+Delete, verified annually for GHG Protocol and ISO 14064-1 compliance.

	Item
	Detail

	Emissions factors
	UK.gov DESNZ 2024 v1.1 (flights, gas, electricity, mileage, home working); Exiobase 3.8.2 (spend-based); IEA 2024 (non-UK grids). R410A: IPCC AR5 GWP 1,924 via UK.gov v2025.

	Activity data
	Primary data used wherever available: utility bills, expense reports, travel management company distance data, employee survey responses. Spend-based factors applied only where activity data unavailable.

	Home working
	60 respondents calculated from actual survey data. 63 non-respondents estimated at global average 0.774 tCO₂e/person. Response rate 48.8% against confirmed FTE of 123.

	Exclusions
	Office food & sundries (£4,762) excluded: no suitable Exiobase factor available. To be resolved for 2025. Omission considered immaterial (<0.5% of procurement spend).

	Uncertainty
	−12% to +14% overall at 95% confidence. Refrigerants carry the widest uncertainty (−55% to +125%), inherent to refrigerant GWP factors.

	Base year
	2023 at 405.7 tCO₂e. No recalculation required in this reporting period.
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